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The Canvas 
 

One day a professor asked his students to prepare for a surprise extra credit test he 
said he would be emailing them at home. The class was surprised because the 
summer session was almost over, and final grades were already pretty well 
established. 

 

That evening, each student received 
a photograph of a large yellow 
canvas with one gray dot painted in the middle, along 
with instructions to write an essay on the painting. 
 
When the professor received the answers back, all of 
the students with no exceptions described the gray dot, 
trying to explain its position, the contrast, and so on. 
After reading all the answers, the professor sent a 
follow-up email out to all the students: 
 
“I am not going to grade you on this test; I just wanted 
to give you something to think about.  
 
No one wrote about the yellow section of the canvas. 
Everyone focused on the gray dot and the same 
happens in our lives. We have a whole canvas in front 
of us but we are so busy focusing on the dark spot in 
the middle. Life is 
a special gift with different layers:  friends, livelihood, 
love, family, the miracles we see every day. 
 
I want you all to realize the dark spots in our lives are 
just one thing on a very large, bright personal canvas. 
 
Take your eyes away from the apparent spots in your 
life and enjoy each one of your blessings and each 
moment that life gives you. 
 

I wish you the best!”* 
 

 

Rick Miller 
Your Trusted Financial Adviser for Life 

 

Annual Financial  

Check-ups Are Optimal.  

Haven't Had One? ? 

 

Call today for your free no cost check-up  
(626) 294-0414.  

See insert for more detail.  
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may fear less.”  - Marie Curie 



2 

Keep your Bestie Cool 
 

Summer is a time for both you and your pet to enjoy the sunshine and 
outdoors. But along with the fun, the season also offers situations that 
can endanger your pet. 
 
The Humane Society of the United States offers these guidelines for pet 
owners to keep their furry friends safe this summer: 
 
Never leave your pet in the car! 
During warm weather, the inside of your car can reach 120 degrees in a 
matter of minutes, even if you’re parked in the shade. Pets who are left 
in hot cars even briefly can suffer from heat exhaustion, heat stroke, 
brain damage, and can even die. Don’t think that just because you’ll be 
gone “just a minute” that your pet will be safe while you’re gone. 
 
Practice water wisdom. 
Always supervise a pet in a pool. Provide plenty of water and shade for 
your pets while they’re enjoying the great outdoors so they can stay 

cool. 
 
If you can’t stand the heat... 
On hot days, limit exercise to early morning or evening hours. Hot asphalt can burn your pet’s 
paws. Pets can get sunburned, too, and your pet may require sunscreen on his or her nose and 
ear tips. 
 
Watch out. 

Your pet can suffer from heat exhaustion and heat stroke. The signs of heat stress include heavy panting, 
glazed eyes, a rapid pulse, unsteadiness, a staggering gait, vomiting, or a deep red or purple tongue. 
 
If your pet does become overheated, move him into the shade and apply cool (not cold) water over his body. 
Let your pet drink small amounts of water or lick ice cubes. If necessary, get him to a veterinarian 
immediately.* 

 

                The Butterfly   

A man found a cocoon of a butterfly. One day a small opening appeared. He sat and watched the 
butterfly for several hours as it struggled to force its body through that little hole. 

Until it suddenly stopped making any progress and looked like it was stuck. So the man decided to 
help the butterfly.  
 

He took a pair of scissors and snipped off the remaining bit of the cocoon. The butterfly then emerged easily, 
although it had a swollen body and small, shriveled wings. 
 

The man didn’t think anything of it and sat there waiting for the wings to enlarge to support the butterfly. But that 
didn’t happen.  
 

The butterfly spent the rest of its life unable to fly, crawling around with tiny wings and a swollen body. 
 

Despite the kind heart of the man, he didn’t understand that the restricting cocoon and the struggle needed by the 
butterfly to get itself through the small opening; were God’s way of forcing fluid from the body of the butterfly into 
its wings. To prepare itself for flying once it was out of the cocoon. 

 

Source: https://wealthygorilla.com/10-most-inspirational-short-stories/ 

August Quiz 
Question 

Q: What famous car was first 
produced in August 1908?  

 
Call in or email your response 

by Friday, August 14th, and if you 
have the correct answer, you will 
be entered into a drawing for a  
$ 40.00 gift card to your favorite 

restaurant! 
 

Call: (855) 998-3888 Ext: 3 
Or 

Email: info@csiwealth.org 
 
 

Don’t delay – Make your guess 
today. Good Luck!! 
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This Day in August … 

•  August 1, 1944 - Anne Frank penned her 
last entry into her diary. "[I] keep on trying 
to find a way of becoming what I would like 
to be, and what I could be, if...there weren't 
any other people living in the world." Three days later, Anne and 
her family were arrested and sent to Nazi concentration camps. 
Anne died at Bergen-Belsen concentration camp on March 15, 
1945, at age 15. 
•  August 5, 1962- Film star Marilyn Monroe died at age 36 
from an overdose of sleeping pills. She made 29 films during her 
career and came to symbolize Hollywood glamour. 
•  August 16, 1896 - Gold was discovered in Rabbit Creek, a 
tributary of the Klondike River in Alaska, resulting in the Great 
Klondike Gold Rush 
• August 21, 1959 - President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed a 
proclamation admitting Hawaii to the Union as the 50th state 
•  August 25, 1985 - Samantha Smith died in an airplane crash 
in Maine. In 1982, the 11-year-old American schoolgirl had written a letter to Soviet Russia's 
leader Yuri Andropov asking, "Why do you want to conquer the whole world, or at least our 
country?" To her surprise, Andropov replied personally to her and offered an all-expense paid trip 
to the U.S.S.R. She toured Russia for two weeks amid worldwide publicity and came to symbolize 
American and Russian hopes for peaceful co-existence. 

Source: http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/august.ht 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
 

 

 

 

July Quiz 

Question Winner 

  
Q: What was the ancient Ro-
man name for July? 

  

A: Quintills 

   

Congratulations to 

  

Larry & Hildy M. 
From Upland, CA 

 
 

You’ve won a $40 gift card to your 

favorite restaurant!  

Source: https://www.offthemark.com/search/?q=cat 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fmegannoble24%2Fcat-logic%2F&psig=AOvVaw0Hrei3txRIG9h85QPi8oaa&ust=1595351851136000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKj9m_aq3OoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAP
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.askideas.com%2Feveryone-remember-the-buddy-system-funny-shocks-cartoon%2F&psig=AOvVaw0Hrei3txRIG9h85QPi8oaa&ust=1595351851136000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKj9m_aq3OoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABA9
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“Hope” 
 

“Hope” is the thing with feathers - 

That perches in the soul - 

And sings the tune without the words -  

And never stops - at all -  

 

And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard -  

And sore must be the storm -  

That could abash the little Bird 

That kept so many warm -  

 

I've heard it in the chilliest land -  

And on the strangest Sea -  

Yet - never - in Extremity, 

It asked a crumb - of me.  

 

-Emily Dickenson 
 

                              Source:https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poems/famous/inspirational/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Riddles 
 

1. What belongs to you but other 
people use it more than you? 

2. I am lighter than air but a hun-
dred people cannot lift me. 
Careful, I am fragile. What am 
I? 

3. How can you drop a raw egg 
from a height onto a concrete 
floor without cracking it? 

4. He has married many women 
but has never been married. 
Who is he? 

Answers on Page 7 

 

Skepticism About Electric Cars 
 

Are you ready for self-driving cars? How about vehicles powered by electricity, not gasoline? The AAA took 

a look at public sentiment about both possible transportation futures. 
 

As the Green Car Reports website reports, 50% of survey participants said they expect most cars will drive 

themselves by 2029, but only 40% thought most vehicles will be electric by that year. 
 

AAA explains the lower figure for electric cars by citing other survey results indicating that 59% of drivers 

aren’t sure that their range on the highway and in the city is as good or better than that of 

gas-powered vehicles, although Green Car Reports says that EVs are more efficient and 

have more range in the city. Consumers said gasoline would have to reach $5 gallon before 

they’d consider buying an electric car.* 

Did You Know . . .  
The Tesla Model 3 surpassed the Nissan Leaf to become the new best selling electric car in history, with 
more than 500,000 units delivered worldwide by March 2020. 

Source: https://www.businessinsider.com/tesla-model-3-and-nissan-leaf-plus-compared-photos-features-2019-11  

https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poems/famous/inspirational/
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Stay-at-Home Science: Secret 
Message    

Before you start, an important warning: This project involves a heat 
source, make sure an adult is in charge of either handling or supervising 
the use of heat. We also recommend having a fire extinguisher close at 
hand just in case. 

 

What you will Need: 

• Juice from half a lemon 

• A small container 

• 1/2 teaspoon of water 
 

Instructions: 
 

1. Squeeze the lemon Juice into the small container.  

2. Add Water and stir. 

3. Write your message. Submerge the tip of a cotton swab in the lemon-water solution, and use it to write 
your secret message 

4. Let the “ink” dry. 

5. (Optional) Write a decoy message. If you want to mislead anybody who might suspect there is a secret 
message on the paper , write something else on the page with a regular pencil or pen.  

6.  Use a heat source to decode the message. To read the message, expose the paper to heat from the back. 
Move it constantly so it doesn't catch fire. You can use a candle, a lighter, or a lamp with 100—watt 
incandescent light bulb. If you’re using a candle, choose one that comes in a container—that will put some 
distance between the paper and flame.  

Source:https://www.popsci.com/story/diy/invisible-ink/ 

Criminal Riddles  
Riddle #1 
 

On the first day of the school year, a geography teacher was murdered. The police had 4 suspects: the 
gardener, the math teacher, the coach, and the school principal. They all had alibis: 

• The gardener was cutting bushes. 

• The math teacher was holding a mid-year test. 

• The coach was playing basketball. 

• The principal was in his office. 

The killer was arrested immediately. Who killed the geography teacher, and how did the police solve the 
mystery? 
 

Riddle #2  
 

A serial killer kidnapped people and made them take 1 of 2 pills: one was harmless, and the other was 
poisonous. Whichever pill a victim took, the serial killer took the other one. The victim took their pill with 
water and died. The killer survived. 

How did the killer always get the harmless pill? 

 

Client of the Month 

Congratulations to our 
Client of the Month: 

 

Gloria M. 
From Los Angeles, CA 

 

As Client of the Month you 
will receive a $40 gift card 
to your favorite restaurant. 

Congratulations! 

We love introductions!  

Source:https://brightside.me/wonder-quizzes/7-mystery-crime-riddles-only-a-true-detective-can-solve-374160/   

• Cotton Swabs  

• Paper 

• A heat source  

*Answers on Page 6 

https://brightside.me/wonder-quizzes/7-mystery-crime-riddles-only-a-true-detective-can-solve-374160/
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Plane Ride 
 

I was on an airplane years ago with 

my girlfriend. My girlfriend could 

not get a seat next to me and sat 

directly behind me. During the flight 

I thought I would surprise her and 

reached my hand onto her knee. Slowly I kept extending it up her 

thigh until I heard giggling. 

I looked behind through the seats and saw that my hand was on the 

leg of the guy next to her. He saw my face and said, “I just wanted 

to see how far you would go.”  

Of course my girlfriend was in on it and started laughing along 

with the rest of the row. I was so embarrassed.  

 

Source:https://cheezburger.com/7283717/11-ashamed-people-share-their-most-embarrassing-
moments  

 

#ImDumb 

 

WELCOME NEW  
CLIENTS 

 

Here are some of the  

new clients  

who became members of our  

“the Golden Circle Family”  

this past month.  
 

Larry & Mary U. 
From Corona 

Introduced by Wanda F. 

 
Ted & Zsazsa S. 

From Monrovia 
Introduced by Gloria M. 

 
James O’ 

From Sherman Oaks  
Introduced by Bernice B.  

 
Thank You for Your Trust 

& Confidence!  

Answers for  
Crime Riddles 

 
 

Riddle #1 - The killer was the 
math teacher. According to 
his words, he was holding a 
mid-year test, but the crime 
happened on the first day of 
the school year.  
 
Riddle #2 - Both of the pills 
were harmless. The poison 
was in the glass of water the 
victim drank. 

Source:https://www.huffpost.com/entry/imdumb-tweets-hashtags_n_5735d253e4b060aa781a00e1  

https://cheezburger.com/7283717/11-ashamed-people-share-their-most-embarrassing-moments
https://cheezburger.com/7283717/11-ashamed-people-share-their-most-embarrassing-moments
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RIDDLE ANSWERS: 

 

(1) Your Name      (2) A Bubble     (3) Concrete is hard to break     (4) A Priest            

August – Happy Birthday  
   Clients & Friends 
 

Kenny H. (1), Jerrod F. (1), James J. (1), Gwendolyn P. (1), George S. (1), 

Jim S. (1), Cliff C. (1), Brenda F. (1), Jasmin U. (1), Gerald M. (1), John A. (1), 

Nikki F. (1), John N. (2), Charlotte H. (2), Catherine B. (2), Diana J. (2), Gil F. (2), Aileen E. 

(2), Miguel M. (2), Norman R. (3), Lerida L. (3), Olivia S. (3), Christine S. (3), Corine W. (3), Win S. 

(3), Mabelle D. (3), May L. (4), Fotini E. (4), Leo T. (4), Sachiko S. (4), Sandie H. (4), Corine C. (4), 

Debra B. (4), Terry M. (5), Kenneth T. (5), Diana A. (5), Teresa M. (5), David S. (5), Howard L. (6), 

LouAnn F. (6), Beulah C. (6), Lana B. (6), Craig M. (6), Renae P. (7), Sue C. (7), Bruce H. (7), Susan E. 

(7), Vera C. (8), Monisa W. (8), Camilo A. (8), Annie Y. (8), Terry I. (8), Matt B. (8), Cynthia C. (8), Ka-

terina A. (8), Megan T. (8), Thomas C. (9), Angelita T. (9), Phillip C. (9), Dixie A. (9), Jorge G. (10), Su-

san O. (10), Kenneth F. (10), Sarita B. (10), Sosik T. (10), Ray D. (10), Ruth K. (11), Stan E. (11), Leticia 

S. (11), Arthur R. (12), Rita D. (12), Hans N. (12), Judy J. (12), Steven H. (12), Lorna L. (12), Cecilia S. 

(12), Kenji Y. (12), Henry C. (12), Barbara A. (13), William C. (13), James M. (13), Randall N. (13), 

John T. (13), Andrea C. (13), Demetria I. (14), Siony R. (14), Robert T. (14), Fernando L. (14), Rosalie 

B. (14), Maryann M. (14), George G. (15), Joyce B. (15), Gloria B. (15), Mario D. (15), Delores R. (16), 

Patricia W. (16), Joaquin L. (16), William K. (16), Yvonne H. (16), Bobby M. (16), Cythnia T. (16), 

Blanca L. (16), John B. (17), Marilyn N. (17), Hong Z. (17), Christine R. (18), Edward Y. (18), Robert E. 

(18), Jean W. (18), Connie D. (18), Giuseppe B. (18), Mary R. (18), Teri C. (18), John S. (18), Jimmy S. 

(18), Peggy R. (19), Gerald C. (19), Samantha C. (19), Gordon L. (19), Renato D. (20), Peter B. (20), 

Gerry E. (20), Tami S. (20), Monte B. (21), Linda M. (21), Carolyn B. (21), Gary C. (21), Monju S. (21), 

Roseana A. (21), Gwen B. (21), Constanceon B. (22), Maryann R. (22), Marilyn I. (22), Victoria C. (22), 

Suzy D. (22), Ben R. (22), Rene S. (23), Penny T. (23), Rich N. (23), John H. (23), Janet C. (23), Joanne 

G. (23), Selma M. (23), Esteban C. (23), Fred S. (24), Carl C. (24), Michael W. (24), Eileen Y. (24), Ron 

R. (24), Rita D. (24), Mary L. (24), James B. (24), Bella R. (24), Frank C. (24), William N. (25), Sharon 

S. (25), Kathleen M. (25), Patricia R. (25), Sam C. (25), Alisha D. (25), Luz G. (25), Kusumo S. (25), 

Dee Dee C. (25), Gordon M. (26), Aprildawn W. (26), Editha H. (26), Joe S. (26), Paul C. (26), Dali T. 

(26), John K. (26), Jim C. (26), Allan S. (27), Jeraldine G. (27), Doreta K. (27), Lily S. (27), Laura J. 

(27), Roger W. (27), Mimi H. (28), Bob S. (28), Oscar S. (28), Celso T. (28), Carol C. (29), Jae R. (29), 

Gregory S. (29), Lie-Hwa C. (29), Phyllis D. (29), Mary M. (29), Leonard A. (30), Danny D. (30), Eve-

lyn H. (30), Shawn K. (30), Reena G. (30), Cornelius S. (31), Daniel K. (31), Rich W. (31), Tina Marie 

H. (31), Amy B. (31)   
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The Dumbest Kid in the World 

A young boy enters a barber shop...and the barber whispers to his customer, “this is 
the dumbest kid in the world. Watch while I prove it to you.”  

The Barber puts a dollar bill in one hand and two quarters in the other, then calls the 
boy over and asks, “Which do you want son?”  The boy takes the quarters and leaves. 

“What did I tell you?”  said the barber. “That kid never learns!”  

Later, when the customer leaves, he sees the same young boy coming out of the ice cream 
store. 

“Hey, son! May I ask you a question? Why did you take the quarters instead of the dollar 
bill?”  

The boy licked his cone and replied, “Because the day I take the dollar, the game is over!” 

Source:https://www.pinterest.com/pin/477451997984506222/           

the Golden Circle 

 

 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/477451997984506222/


 

 

August 2020 

What A Difference A Century Makes 

 
 

Dear Friend, 

 

I think we can all agree that 2020 brought unexpected challenges that continue to affect us. However, as the 

hot July afternoons transition into cooler August evenings, I sense we’re at a point where we can begin to look 

back on what the year has brought us as much as we can anticipate what lies ahead. 

 

I got to thinking the other day on what a longer view of this year reveals. What if we glance back about 100 

years instead of looking ahead by a few months? What did one short century do for us as a modern society? 

 

On May 21, 1927, Charles Lindbergh flew across the vast Atlantic Ocean, landing his Spirit of Saint Louis in 

Paris, 33 hours after departing from New York. A century later we do have some extra precautions to take from 

lingering effects of the recent pandemic, but generally speaking, we can fly to another continent with little effort. 

 

In November 1920, the first commercially licensed radio broadcast was heard from radio station KDKA in 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Today, we can hop in the car and turn on a radio, listen to cable music stations 

through independent providers or talk back to a podcast posted online for subscribers. One century brought us 

a world of music and news on invisible waves broadcast for anyone to hear. We can listen to the world. 

 

Also in 1920, the 19th Amendment was passed, ensuring women the right to vote. Suddenly, the entire 

population had a voice in elected leadership and public policy. That’s a pretty powerful thought. 

 

Fall is just around the corner, but I firmly believe the rest of this year is packed with possibility. What will 

historians look back and say we created in the summer of 2020? What can we do to change the world from 

where we are now? 

 

Let’s make it an amazing month of invention, of exploration, of leaning in and having serious conversations 

with friends and family on how we can make our world a better place. It’s going to be a hot one out there! 

 

I wish you the best as we build and rebuild our world together…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rick Miller  

Your Trusted Financial Advisor for Life!  

 

P.S. Do you have a friend or relative about to retire that has some questions? I’m happy to meet people you 

care about that I might help. Gave me a call to discuss how to introduce us. (626) 294-0414. 



We Are OPEN 
 

All existing clients are encouraged to take advantage of a yearly Financial Review.  As 

you know we do not charge a fee to prepare an updated comprehensive financial 

summary and do a review meeting with you.  

 

Let me prepare Your No Cost, No Obligation Analysis  

 

❖ Investment Analysis – Risk, Fees, Diversification, Performance 

❖ Retirement Analysis – Cash Flow, Tax Efficiency, Budgeting, Adequacy  

❖ Tax Diversification Analysis – Minimization of Taxes, Roth IRA Conversions 

❖ Long-Term Care Analysis – Risks and Strategies for Protection  

❖ Estate Analysis – Probate, Costs, Taxes, Management Issues and Legacy Concerns 

❖ Social Security and Pension Analysis – Break-even analysis, Maximization, Options 

Call today to schedule a Financial Review or Initial Intake for your No Cost, No Obligation 

Complimentary Analysis.   

 

CSI (626) 294-0414  (M-F 8:00 am – 4:30 pm) - - Any Team Member can book this for you.  

Yes – In Office Appointments Are Available 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FaceTime Skype WhatsAPP FB Messenger 

Let’s Meet Virtually or Face to Face 
You have Questions – We have answers 

CSI Staff 

Patty Alba Debbie Garcia Alex de Lira Lopez Rick Miller 

Zoom 

Patty Alba Debbie Garcia Alex de Lira Lopez Rick Miller 


